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lover, and yet in a fit of passion he can bitterly offend a friend and even the woman he loves. He, who, in the words of Herder," was a man in every step of his life,'' whom Lavater and Knebel worshipped as a hero, and of whom even the hardened soul of Napoleon was compelled to exclaim, " Voilh un homme," is at times hazardously indulgent to the wishes and pleadings of his own heart, allowing himself to drift instead of steering, and is inclined to that tenderness, always bordering on tears, which Schiller fittingly designates "femininity of feeling." Even though his spirit, stripped of all earthly weight, soars in regions beyond the realm of sense, still he has his feet firmly fixed on the earth, and enjoys every little sensual pleasure, even if it be but the plums and cakes which Marianne von Willemer sends him from home. The extreme delicacy and infallibility of his taste in art criticism characterises in equal measure his judgment of Rhenish and Burgundian wines. A pronounced northern and Germanic 2 nature, passionately fond of skating, used to bathing in winter in the cold waters of the Ilm, eager to take long winter walks in the Harz Mountains and over the glaciers of Switzerland, the author of such specifically northern and Germanic creations as Gotz, Faust, Hermann und Dorothea, and of such mystic, spectre ballads as Der Erlkonig, Der Totentanz, Der untreue Knabe, and Die erste Walpurgisnacht, he feels, beneath the clear sky and in the soft air of Italy, surrounded by the works of classic and Renaissance art, as if it were his native land, from which he has long been exiled; and yet even in the Borghese gardens, he has enough of his northern nature left to write that most fantastic of scenes, Die Hexenkuche. Modern through and through, in fact, a son of the future in many respects, he feels, on the other hand, so thoroughly antique that he thinks he must have experienced a previous existence in the reign of Hadrian.3 Though always insistent in his search after clearness, he delights in mysticism, introduces an indefinable demonic element into his world-system, is inclined to believe in the transmigration of souls, and is easily influenced by